[Endocrine function of the thymus in experimental hypothyroidism].
An Endocrine function of the thymus was studied by analyzing the level of thymulin in rats in 1-6 months after extirpation of the thymus. The level of thymulin in rats after thyroidectomy has been shown to be reduced maximally in 6 months after an operation. An inhibitor of thymulin was detected in the blood serum in a month after extirpation, then it disappeared completely from it. After thyroidectomy the mass of animals decreased, as well as an absolute and relative mass of the thymus and its cellular content. Thyroidectomy was followed with a marked decrease in the thyroid hormones content in the blood serum and a reduce in the adrenal cortex, especially at a distant period following an operation. The data obtained evidence that it is sensible to use the agents of the thymic origin to restore the hormone balance at hypothyroidism, together with the substitute therapy.